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Monday 27" October 2025

Ethos statement: we believe that through individual commitment, self-discipline, integrity and respect for others,
we inspire everyone to learn.

Year 7 News — Ms Watkinson

What an incredible first half-term it has been for Year 7 at Southfields Academy! Our newest students have
made a truly fantastic start to their journey with us — full of energy, kindness, and enthusiasm. From
classrooms to football pitches, assemblies to clubs, they have thrown themselves into every opportunity, and
we couldn’t be prouder of them!

Kindness

Our theme this half-term has been Kindness, and Year 7 have absolutely embodied it. Together, they’ve
achieved an amazing 160 positives for kindness alone — showing compassion, helpfulness, and respect to
their classmates and teachers every single day. In total, the year group has earned a staggering 5,814 positives
this term! What an incredible achievement! Next half-term, we’ll be exploring a brand-new theme —
Communication — and we can’t wait to see how the students rise to this challenge.

Year 7 Sports

Our sporting stars have been busy too! The Year 7 boys’ football team proudly represented Southfields in their
first competitive matches. After a thrilling and hard-fought 6—4 game in the Inner London Cup, they now have
their sights set on the upcoming Wandsworth Cup and League — and we’re backing them all the way!

The Year 7 girls have also shown outstanding commitment to extra-curricular sport, with many close to
completing their Southfields Girls Can cards. Their enthusiasm has been inspiring! After half-term, they’ll play
their very first competitive football match and take part in borough tournaments — an exciting next step for our
talented athletes.

Careers Fair

This week, our students shone brilliantly at the Careers Fair, chatting confidently with visitors from a wide range
of professions. The feedback we received was incredible as the guests were full of praise for Year 7’s
impeccable manners, maturity, and curiosity. They truly represented Southfields with pride and professionalism!

Student Council

Leadership is a big focus for us this year, and Year 7 have jumped right in! After a student vote, we’re thrilled to
announce our KS3 Council Representatives: Azai (7fOMR) and Meg (7AAD)! Every form group has also elected
two representatives, giving students a strong voice and a real sense of ownership in shaping their school
community.

MFL Ambassadors

Excitement is also building in the MFL Department! Ms Terrington and her team have chosen their new Year 7
MFL Ambassadors — a fantastic opportunity for students to show their passion for languages. The lucky
ambassadors will be revealed in assembly straight after half-term... stay tuned!

Dates for diaries

Thursday 13th November - IEAP Day
Thursday 6th November - Royal Navy
Team Building Day (selected students only)

Year 7 boys’ football team




Thought for the Week

‘My religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.” Dalai Lama

Hampton Court History Trip — Ms Atley

On Thursday 16th October 70 Year 10 history students were able to go a free trip to Hampton Court. This was
to support their GCSE on Early Elizabethan England and bring the topic to life. Students had a guided tour of
the palace and talk about Elizabeth and early threats to her reign, then they were able to explore the rest of the
palace and beautiful Georgian gardens and maze.

The students were so well behaved and engaged it was a pleasure to take them. Thank you so much to all the
staff who supported with this trip.

JP Morgan Visit — Mr Wood

Thirteen of our Year 13 students had the fantastic opportunity to visit JP Morgan today. They heard from a
range of professionals, including those working in sales, research analysis, and trading, who shared insights
into their roles within the organisation. Students also got to experience the excitement of the trading floor,
even shadowing a live client call to see how decisions are made in real time. They asked incredibly interesting
questions, and the JP Morgan team were very impressed by their knowledge of economics and trading.




Science Club — Mr Ahmad

This week in Science Club, we explored the world of bridges, from beam and arch designs to Leonardo da
Vinci’s clever self-supporting bridge. After a brief discussion (and a few “bridging the gap” jokes), we began
constructing our own designs.

Using lolly sticks, tape, and plenty of imagination, students set out to create the strongest bridges they could.
There were a few wobbly starts, some sticky situations, and one or two “structural failures,” but the teamwork
was inspirational. When one bridge fell, another stood strong to support it.

Next Science Club, we’ll see which bridges can really hold up under pressure as we test them with different
objects. Let’s hope none of them crack under the weight!

Dates for Your Diary

Monday 3™ November 2025 — Students resume
Wednesday 5" November 2025 — Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 13" November 2025 — IEAP Day
Thursday 13" November 2025 — Year 9 Work Shadow Day
Wednesday 19" November 2025 — Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Monday 24™ November 2025 — INSET Day
Thursday 27" November 2025 — Prize Evening
Thursday 4™ December 2025 — Year 10 Parents’ Evening



Creative Writing — English Department

For this week's entry, Nevaeh Horgan (9TOO) has written a wonderfully reflective poem about the
challenges of growing up, entitled "My Fear".

Dear My Fear

Dear my fear,
When will you leave me? — when will you stop shadowing me,
consuming my happiness and comfort?

I’'m drowning — suffering in an ocean of sorrows,
my cries bubbling beneath the salty surface.

Why me?

Beneath the mask of empathy—

the smiling girl trying my best, enduring the pain —
trying to climb the mountain but falling

before I could reach the crest.

Are you there, God?

Can you hear my tortured yells from beneath the shining clouds
or am [ crying at a wall blocking me from seeing her,

a wall so transparent I wouldn’t know it's there.

Are you with me?

Is she with me?

Can she hear my cries within my soul,
the tears begging to fall from my eyes;
my mask cracking.

The smiling girl is no longer there,
she’s gone — lost.

Dear my fear,
Are you ever leaving?

Flooding me with anxiety and hopelessness,
Are you having fun? —

you overwhelm my joy and empathy,

leaving me with nothing but a mask on my bed.

You follow me to school,
and lay with me as I fall asleep.

Can she hear me?
Can she really hear me?
Is she there?

Parents’ Guide to University — Ms Stewart

The Parents’ Guide to University 2025 will help you support the young people in your life to make an informed
choice about university. It includes articles to guide them in deciding whether university is right for them, what
they should study, and where they should study it.

https://www.unitasterdays.com/university-support-for-parents/parents-quide-to-university-brochure/



https://www.unitasterdays.com/university-support-for-parents/parents-guide-to-university-brochure/

Our Beautiful Neighbourhood project at Southfields Academy

A Partnership with the Royal College of Art with Wandsworth, the Borough of Culture, meant a group of Year 7
students had an amazing opportunity to work with a local artist on an exciting project to celebrate nature in
Wandsworth.

The aim of the project is to create large-scale, colourful artworks, created by participating schools, which will be
exhibited across the area, as part of a year of events for the London Borough of Culture.

7AAD Students discussed the local habitats, identified the different plants, animals and insects that can be
found in their local area with the local artist before learning how to visual communicate their learning about
science and geography. They worked on developing their drawing and observation skills experimenting with a
few fun sketching task before creating a collage.

In the near future the creative outcomes will be celebrated in public spaces across the borough for the
Academy to visit and will be celebrated with a series of public engagement activities using the artworks created
by the students as inspiration.




National Portrait Gallery

This month the National Portrait Gallery educator has been working with students from the Academy: Year 11
Art GCSE and Year 12 Art Cambridge Technical Level 2 & 3 students. The Faces and Places is an ambitious
schools outreach programme that uses the Gallery’s diverse collection of portraits to creatively explore
connections between people and places focused on Wandsworth.

Each week students have been introduced to different creative stimulus and activities working on their painting,
drawing and photography skills. The students actively engage with the diversity of people represented in the
gallery’s collection, expand their knowledge of local history through people, discover artists and artworks, and
are inspired to create their own artistic responses.







National Portrait Gallery Continued......




Careers Fair — Ms Shah

We are delighted to report that our Careers Fair was once again a huge success with over 45 organisations
supporting our students including 4 Russell Group Universities (Durham, Kings, Imperial & Leeds) plus
organisations such as the Berkeley Group (Construction), Little Brown Publishing, The Royal Navy, Heritage of
London Trust, Academy of Real Assets and O’Halloran & O’Brien, and The Royal Marsden amongst others.

The visitors all expressed how impressed they were by the polite and inquisitive nature of our students.
Particular comment was made about how amazingly well behaved Year 7 was compared to other schools they
have visited. The Careers team would like to thank all the teachers for their support. The team also appreciated
the great enthusiasm and engagement of all students who visited. Finally, a massive thank you to the student
volunteers in Years 12 & 13 who acted as a great Ambassadors for our school.

We are also extremely grateful for all the support teams that helped including Aspire Centre Reception, SA
Reception, Premises team, MRO for all the printing (and there was a lot) and Fady’s team for amazing catering
support and everybody else that helped make this happen.

The food was delicious and much appreciated by visitors who often are given nothing by other schools for their
voluntary support.




Black History Month Poster Competition

During Black History month history students have been making posters and fact files about people that have
inspired them. Here is a very small selection of their work.

Frank Bruno by Ja'vontae LAKEY-MCPHERSON 7TON
Sir Lenny Henry by Cameron Dyson-Taylor 9CMO

Sir Bill Morris by Denise Thompson 7TON

Black History Month poster by Carla Mendez 7ABM
Sugar paper poster by Olivia Williams 9CRO.

Hidden Figures poster by Livia Ruman Gustavo 7AAD

Winner: Olivia Williams.
Runner up: Livia Ruman Gustavo

Other displayed entries are all highly
commended!
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