
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Southfields Academy Weekly Newsletter 
Monday 22nd September 2025 

Ethos statement: We believe that through individual commitment, self-discipline, integrity and respect for others, 
we inspire everyone to learn. 

 

Welcome back to Year 8 Newsletter - Ms Gbolonyo and Mr Salter 

 
 
 

The entire Year 8 team would like to say a huge welcome back to the students. The first two weeks back in 
Year 8 have been marked by a strong commitment to positive conduct and diligent hard work. Students have 
returned with renewed energy, demonstrating a focus on learning and a positive attitude toward their studies.  
This has been evident through the numerous ‘teacher shoutouts’ that I have shared with students during our 
assemblies.  

 
 
 

Well done to all the students below making it on to the top 10 positives list. Special mentions to Munasar and 
Rayaan with over 20 positive conduct points for last week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Huge congratulations to 8HAD tutor group achieving the highest positive points as a group for last week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to also take this opportunity to celebrate the high 
quality of holiday homework submitted to various subjects. 
Well done to all the students that have submitted high quality 
holiday homework on time. See an example of Cassiel 8RBT 
creative maths holiday homework task. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

  

Thought for the Week   

‘Kind words can be short and easy to speak but their echoes are truly endless.’        
Mother Teresa 

Post-16 Induction – Ms Hodgson & Ms Hoy 
 
 

On Friday 12th September, Year 12 students took part in their Post-16 Induction. During the vocational session, 
they explored key skills for success, including managing deadlines, understanding plagiarism and the use of AI, 
identifying reliable sources, referencing correctly, and developing independence as learners. By the end, they 
were well-prepared with the tools they need to thrive. 
 
 

Alongside the vocational session, Ms Hoy led 'What makes a good A-Level student’. We explored how a 
combination of effective organisation and smart time management is crucial for academic success. We also 
discussed how engaging in a hobby can strengthen job prospects and university applications. One of the key 
messages for students was to start preparing early and see revision as a continual cycle, not something you just 
do before an exam. 

 
 
 

Throughout these initial weeks, students have displayed a proactive approach to their work, maintaining a high 
level of participation in lessons, engaging with new topics, and completing assignments on time. Many have 
embraced challenges with enthusiasm, developing problem-solving skills and taking ownership of their learning. 
We look forward to seeing this continue throughout the year.  
 
 
 

Key Year 8 Dates 
Parents’ Evening Wednesday 19th November 2025 
 



  
 

Creative Writing – English Department 

For this our first English entry of the new school year, we have a regular contributor to the 
newsletter from Year 11. Well done to Isadora Cometti (11WSH) for the descriptive, emotional, 
and suspenseful writing in this short story! 

 
The morning unfurled slowly, sunlight spilling through the curtains like liquid gold. The air smelled faintly of salt, 
though the sea lay miles away, carried inland by the wind. Her porcelain fingers hovered over the keys before 
descending: one note, then another, a ripple that became a current that became a river. The piano filled the 
room with its voice – cascading, relentless, alive. She let herself believe, for a moment, that these walls were 
not limits but wings. 

 Her music painted possibilities across the room. The cracked plaster became a theatre, the battered 
table an orchestra pit, the light fracturing on the floor into stained glass. Each note shimmered like a promise. 
One day, she thought, she would play beyond these narrow walls. One day, the world would listen. Even the 
silence of her husband could not smother the song inside her: melancholic lullabies that pierced her soul. 

 Suddenly, her playing grew bolder. She imagined her music spilling through the window, carried by the 
breeze, catching the ear of someone passing by – a neighbour, a stranger. Someone who would stop and 
marvel. The thought of achieving brilliance and mesmerising the world made her press harder, faster. The 
piano was her lifeline, her map of the labyrinth of domestic days. 

 But he did not hear her beauty – he heard betrayal.  

 The newspaper rustled in his hand, ink smudging his rough fingers until they seemed bruised. He did 
not look at her, not directly, but his eyes trailed the movements of her delicate body in the reflections on the 
glass. Her music was not his. It belonged to someone else, to anyone else who might applaud her. The 
thought tore at him, sharp and merciless. 

 “Do you have to play so loudly?” The line cracked the air like a whip, but it was swallowed almost 
immediately by the swell of her answer. 

 Louder. Brighter. Triumphant. 

 The sound pressed against him, pressed him back into his chair, made the walls thrum. It was 
unbearable: a house transformed into a stage, a wife transformed into something untouchable. His chest 
tightened. His hands shook. He tore the newspaper in half, then in quarters. The fragments littering the floor 
like dead leaves and mirroring her shattered heart. 

 In his mind, he saw faceless crowds: their applause rising like a tide, their eyes fixed on her, their 
admiration stealing her from him. Each chord at the piano became their cheer, each crescendo their claim. The 
music was a thief. And he – the husband, the anchor – was left adrift. 

 The piano swelled: a storm within, a storm without. He rose. Each step a drumbeat. The crescendo 
foreshadowed its own end, and still she played. Radiant. Defiant. 

 And then – silence. 

 A silence heavier than sound, thicker than grief, absolute as the sea. 

 



 
  

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 

 
 
 
 

Thursday 25th September 2025 – Year 10 Parents’ Workshop 
Friday 26th September 2025 – Year 7 Enrichment Fayre 

Thursday 2nd October 2025 – Open Morning 
Tuesday 7th October 2025 – Open Morning 
Thursday 9th October 2025 – Open Evening  

Friday 10th October 2025 – INSET Day 
Tuesday 14th October 2025 – Open Morning 

Wednesday 15th October 2025 – Open Morning 
Thursday 16th October 2025 – Open Morning 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Parent & Carer Alert: The “Salt & Ice Challenge” 
 
A dangerous online trend is resurfacing where children put salt on their skin and press ice on top. 
 
👉👉 This causes serious cold burns (like frostbite). 
👉👉 Injuries can need hospital treatment and even skin grafts. 
👉👉 Young people may not realise the damage until it’s too late. 
 
✅ First Aid: warm area with immersion in warm water for 30 – 60 minute, cover with clean cling 
film, and seek medical help. 
❌ Do NOT Rub or massage the area to avoid further tissue damage, Do Not use ice, creams, or 
fluffy dressings. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Careers Choices Magazine - Ms Stewart 

 
 

Careers: Choices Magazine is dedicated to helping you and your children make important decisions after 
turning 16. 
 
Making post-16 choices can be both daunting and exciting. To help, this magazine includes links to many 
useful sites. As ever, if your child has any questions come to the Careers Department: Do your research 
and always have a back-up plan. 
 
The Careers Department will have information, advice, and guidance on: 
• Qualifications and subjects 
• Choosing a sixth form, college, or apprenticeship 
• Choosing a career 
• CVs, job applications and interviews 
• University 
 
https://issuu.com/edt23/docs/choices_magazine_2025-26?authuser=0 
 

ICP_Choices-Magazi
ne 25.26.pdf  

https://issuu.com/edt23/docs/choices_magazine_2025-26?authuser=0


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The SWLSTG Education Wellbeing Service is offering lunchtime and evening parent Webinars across the year to 
help support your child’s wellbeing and mental health. 
  
You can sign up to any of their free webinars by copying this URL: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/secondarycollege-parents-wellbeing-workshops-725989?utm-campaign=social&utm-
content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/secondarycollege-parents-wellbeing-workshops-725989?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/secondarycollege-parents-wellbeing-workshops-725989?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  


