18th September 2020
Dear parent/carer
We have now had all students return and following new timetables and new protocols.
Firstly, it has been a great pleasure to see all our students back and even though some may not
admit it, you can tell from their interactions, that students are also pleased to be back. Much time
was invested in gaining an understanding of student experiences throughout lockdown and
assessing any support needs. We now have a task to ensure we can put in place that support in our
new school day.
We ask that parents support their child in continuing with those good habits of engaging with
Google Classrooms. Each subject teacher is setting weekly homework on Google Classrooms and
familiarity with this medium will ensure students are prepared for the eventuality of having to work
from home should a partial isolation period occur.
To date we have had no confirmed cases of COVID in our Academy, but we know that nationally
infections are on the rise. Please take note of the information below.
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19
If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at least 10 days from
the date when their symptoms appeared.
All other household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the house for 14
days.
The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill.
Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should be taken
within the home.
Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection
the household could pass on to others in the community.
If you are able, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying
health conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the home
isolation period, or make some changes to adopt effective distancing at home
Symptoms
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:
 new continuous cough and/or
 high temperature
 a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.
If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from your GP
or NHS 111 at:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ or by phoning 111.
How to stop COVID-19 spreading
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with
COVID-19.
Do
 wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds
 use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available (please supply an alternative
sanitiser for your child if they are allergic to the alcohol based sanitisers, otherwise hand
washing is the alternative)
 wash your hands as soon as you get home
 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough
or sneeze
 put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards
Further Information
Further Information Further information is available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19

School arrangements updates
Equipment
We cannot provide, or, share equipment in the usual way due to safety reasons and therefore rely
on students to bring their own consistently. You should equip your child with ample supply of the
equipment listed below so that each day they can come to school fully prepared. Your child should
carry the equipment in a clear plastic wallet:
Pencils
Pens/biros – black, green
Eraser
Sharpener
Ruler
Protractor
Calculator
Post-it notes
Glue stick
(A maths set will often incorporate a
number of these items)

Additionally the school will soon supply each
student with an A4 sized mini whiteboard, a
whiteboard marker and rubber. Students will
need to carry these to and from school daily
alongside the equipment listed in the box
above. Should a student mislay their board,
they will need to purchase a new one from
the school.

Bubbles, lunches and water
We are keeping students in their year group bubbles throughout the day, in lessons, in the canteen
and in their outdoor zones. 6th Form students and International Group students must wear their ID
badges and lanyards as soon as they become available. Year 7 to Year 9 students must wear their
coloured badges. During break, the time spent in the canteen is short as two year groups need to
be accommodated on a rota every break time. Free School Meals continue to be available, but
where possible, we encourage a packed lunch for students.
We are increasing the number of water stations at school but again suggest that students arrive to
school with a full water bottle.
6th Form changes to staggered starts
The 6th Form contains three bubbles but currently only one shared study space. In order to prevent
cross contamination some students, across Year 12 Level 3, or, Year 13, will be permitted to start
later, at 11.00am, or, go home earlier (either at 2.05pm or 3.00pm) if they do not have lessons
period 2, or, period 5 or 6. For clarity it is important for parents to engage with the timetable for
their child so that you know when these exceptions may arise. If in doubt please do not hesitate to
contact the tutor or Head of Year for confirmation.
To date, 6th Form students have responded very responsibly about making the most of their face to
face time with teachers and if they continue in this way they will make a strong start with return to
on-site education.
Wet weather
As the weather begins to change you will need to ensure that your child has a suitable outdoor
overcoat. Morning arrival and break times will continue to be outdoors. Please be vigilant when
wet weather is imminent so that your child is prepared for those outdoor periods. Where normally
your child may not use an umbrella it may be sensible to start using one.
Thank you for your continued support and flexibility with respect to alterations in arrangements.
Working together we will ensure your child has the best educational opportunities in these
challenging times. I would like to take this opportunity to wish our Year 13 students the best of luck
in their progression examinations next week.
Kind regards

Wanda Golinska
Headteacher

